[Anxiety and coping behavior before and after radical gynecological surgery].
Pretreatment phase-interactions between patient, family and medical staff around the time of diagnosis may have profound and long-term effects on quality of life. These interactions do not only influence the ability of the patient to come to terms with the diagnosis, but often set the tone for all future dealings with medical community. The imperatives for the medical staff in this process are to provide both: information and hope. In this context, anxiety and defense mechanisms--as protection of ego against anxiety--are psychoanalytic based constructs. The investigation of the interference between these constructs and information reflects the extraordinary background for an effective and continuing communication. These considerations require the care team to individualize their approach to each patient.